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EDITORIAL

The birth of a journal, like that of a child, is a link in the process of dissemina-
tion, the fomer of knowledge and the latter of humanity. Both the situations evoke
universal enthusiasm, but the appreciative response to a new research journal
varies with the specific needs of the intellectual community, the prospects of its
growth and the promise it holds to develop into an effective medium for the
propagation of knowledge. The urge to advance and disseminate knowledge has
ever existed in this country as any where else. In the field of geography many
periodicals were started : some have attained status, some are still struggling to
attain maturity and equilibrium and some others have died out. The picture, en
ensemble is not too bright, but this need not deter geographers from making fresh
cxperiments. This should be more so in a country with over hundred universitiess
thousands of colleges, an ever increasing number of research workers and a vast
readership. The anticipated difficultics should not stand as a screen to render
invisible, the needs of the students, tcachers and research workers in Geography.
The Institute of Indian Geographers is fully aware of the difficultics and the
challenges that face them. Their decision to publish the Transactions is therefore,
not to be taken as an adventure, but a visible expression of a well thought out
plan emanating from the Institute’s commitment to geography.

The Transactions of the Institute of Indian Geographers’ symbolises a
collective effort of the Indian geographers who form part of the Institute. Besides

publishing the transactions of the Institute, the Journal also offers an avenue for
publication of geographical rescarch and rescarches in other disciplines that
promote our understanding of the geographical phenomena and help to enrich
the techniques for the analysis of geographical problems, more effectively. Devoid
of any pre-determined ideology or doctrine, and the sole aim of the Institute being
the advancement and propagation of knowledge in general and geographical
knowledge in particular; the ¢ Transactions ’ aims at publishing any original piece of
rescarch, a new law or theory, a new finding, a new method or approach to certain
problems of geographical interest, or even a new information, hitherto not well
known or understood. The journal is particularly concerned with the purpose,

direction and content of the contributions, and the originality in them. The question
of style and expression, though important, is secondary and can be, to an extent,

taken care of by the editorial committee.

One of the impdrtant purposes of the Transaction is to reach and communi-
cate with the young geographcrs. The Institute has especially in mind the young
talents of the country who fecl hesitant to communicate their ideas for fear of
being rejected. The avowed policy of the Transaction is not rejection but healthly
scrutiny and modification, if needed. This, it is intended, can be achieved by
publishing the research findings of young geographers ~ if not well organised to be
published as full length paper - as short papers and notes. The ¢ Transactions
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also proposes to publish periodically, important events in the geography world
and thus serve as a medium of communication to a large number of geographers —
teachers, students, rescarch workers and others holding professional asignments.
Recent geographical publications will find a place in the journal either as book
reviews or be mentioned as recent publications. Books and monographs form
authors and publishers for review are welcome and will undoubtedly receive the
attention of experts in the ficld.

The decision to bring out this half yearly journal ( to be published in January
and July ) was taken by the Governing Council of the Institute in March 79,
following which an editorial board was constituted and entrusted with the task of
inviting and processing of research contributions to, and production of, the
Journal. The pre-publication announcement of the publication of the “Transactions’
evoked a phenomenal responsc from geographers in universities, colleges and many
research institutes, and a firm decision to bring out the ‘Transactions’ in July was
taken. And here we are with the first number of the first Volume of the Tran-
sactions of the Institute of Indian Geographers published on 27th July 1979.

In the publication of this number and laying a sound foundation for
subsequent numbers all members of the Institute took keen interest and showed a
sense of involvement. They volunteered suggestions, participated in descussions,
and helped in fixing the myriads of details in the preparation of the journal.
Needless to say, the members of the Governing Council and the editorial
committee had a special responsibility which they fulfilled with great devotion,
always showing a willingness to share the initial strains of bringing out the journal.
A few individuals who were not members of the cditorial committee but who
keenly participated in the effort were Shri S.R. Jog and Dr. (Mrs) Jayamala
Diddee, both young lecturers in the University department of geography at Poona.
The “Transactions’ thankfully acknowledges and would be ever indebted to Prof.
R. 8. Gollerkeri of Baroda University for designing the cover page and to
Mr. Mate of Vishwakarina Press for meticulous production of the journal which
he brought out well in time. The Institute acknowledges with gratitude the
permission it received from the University of Poona for functioning in the premiscs
of geography department.

No one is better acquainted with the shortcomings of the journal than the
Editor himself, and any comments and suggestions from the readers to improve
the quality of the journal are most welcome. Without offering an excuse, the cditor
will like to underscore that all institutions work under certain constraints, and
have teething troubles in the initial stage of their development and the ¢ Transac-
tions ’ is no exception. It will be his sincere endeavour to overcome the the shori-
comings in the coming issues with the co-operation of all those who are associated
with the publication of this journal and its readers. Lastly, the editor would like
to add that for anything that is good in this number, the cradit goes to all those
who have participated. in the effort, but for all its shortcominzs, the editor alone is
responsible.

~ Editor



INSTRUCTIONS TO AUTHORS

All manusripts of papers, short articles, and book reviews intended for publi-
cation in the ¢ Transactions * should be sent in duplicate to —

The Editor

Transactions of the Institute of Indian Geographers
Department of Geography

University of Poona

Pune - 411007

Manuscripts should be typewritten only on one side of the paper and double
spaced. Titles and subtitles have to be brief and precise. Below the title, only the
name of the author and his city should be given. Complete address for correspond-
ence should be given at the end. An abstract of the paper not exceeding 200
words has to precede the main text of the paper. References in the text should be
given in brackets in the order (author and year). Footnotes should not be given
unless indispensable.

References, to be given at the end of the paper, have to be listed alphabeti-
cally by author ( with the year of publication after the author’s name). The titles
of books and journals should be underlined ( to be italicised) with volume number
to be double underlined (to be set in bold face) followed by page numbers expressed
by the first and the last page of the paper. In case of books, the place of publica-
tions should be given at the end.

Schumm, S. A. (1977) : The Fluvial System ( London)
Bunge, W. (1966) : Gerrymandering, Geography and grouping
Geog. Rev. 55 255-63

Iltustrations should be submitted as clear black originals. Illustrations which
cannot be reduced to the 12 cm x 17 cm size will be accepted only in exceptional
cases. Captions for illustrations must be typed on a separate sheet, and figures and
photos have to be numbered consecutively in Arabic and Roman numbers

respectively.
Papers already published or under consideration should not be submitted.

Authors will receive 25 reprints of their articles free of charge.

The editor is not responsible for the views expressed by the authors.



The Transactions of the Institute of Indian Geographers are published half yearly in
January ( Winter issue ) and July ( Monsoon issue ).

All correspondence regarding the Institute’s membership, bills, purchase of publi-
cations should be addressed 1o the Treasurer. All other correspondence should be addressed
to the secretary.

Subscription Rates

India, Ceylon and Bangladesh overseas
Annual Subscription for Individuals Rs. 30 £5 10 &
Annual Subscription for Institutions Rs. 50 f8 16 ¢
Each issue of the Journal will cost Rs. 15/~ or2.5€fo0r 5%

Membership of the Institute

India overseas
Individual annual membership Rs. 25 £ 5 10 ¢
Individual life membership Rs. 250 £ 50 100 8
Institutional annual membership Rs., 100 £ 20 40 s
Institutional life membership Rs. 1000 £ 200 400 $
Cheques, Drafts and M. O. should be drawn in favour of “The Institute of Indian Geographers’.
Form 1V
1) Place of Publication Institute of Indian Geographers

Dept. of Geography, University of Poona
Pune — 411097

2) Periodicity of its Publication Half - yearly

3) Printer’s Name K. R. Dikshit
Whether citizen of India Yes
Address Institute of Indian Geographers

Dept. of Geography, University of Poona
Pune - 411007

4) Publisher’s Name K. R. Dikshit
Whether citizen of India Yes i
Address Institute of Indian Geographers

Dept. of Geography, University of Poona
Pune - 411007

5) Editor’s Name K. R. Dikshit
Whether citizen of India Yes
Address Institute of Indian Geographers

Dept. of Geography, University of Poona
Pune - 411007
6) Names and addresses of indivi- Institute of Indian Geographers
duals who own the newspaper Department of Geography, University of Poona
and partners or share holders Pune ~411007
holding more than one percent of
the total capital

I, K. R. Dikshit, hereby declare that the particulars given above are true to the best of
my knowledge and belief.
; 8d /- K. R. Dikshit

Signature of Publish
Dt. 27th July 1979. 8 sher

Printed at Vishwakarma Mudranalaya (P.) Ltd,. l;une 30.
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